
Hidden in Plain Sight: 
Recognising and Supporting Dyscalculia 
in Vocational Education 

Gary & Michael

WORKSHOP

www.dyscalculia.co.nz

Vocational Education & Training Research Forum
Te Whanganui-a-Tara/Wellington, Aotearoa/NZ
13 October 2026



W
A

R
M

 U
P When I think 

about maths,
I feel ...



M
Y

TH
 O

R
 F

A
C

T
? Dyscalculia is rare. 

People with dyscalculia just need more practice. ?

? Dyscalculia only affects children. 

Maths anxiety and dyscalculia are the same thing.?

People with dyscalculia will never be able to do maths.?



D
EF

IN
IT

IO
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developmental difference that 
affects how a person understands
numbers and mathematical concepts. 

It is not caused by low intelligence or poor 
teaching, and many people with dyscalculia 
develop effective ways to succeed with the 
right support.
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Dyscalculia 12%
Maths Anxiety 50+%

Few tools and resources

Often expensive, not accessible
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difficulties
with time

left vs. right
confusion

recall of
number facts

constantly
re-learning

chronology
issues

place value
problems

low 
confidence

info transfer
2+3=5  3+2=5

little 
understanding 
of speed/time

money and
finance 

problems

problems on
number lines

counting in 
2s, 3s, etc.

problematic counting
spatial

memory

numbers

calculations
measures
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“Hannah, you 
need a professional 
calculator!”

“No (you idiot!), 
I need a calculator

 without numbers!”
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The pink calculator

seven eight nine

fivefour

add

equals

six

one two three

zero point negative

take
away

percent

root
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Confidence 
in every 

calculation

®

D
YS

C
A

LC
U

LA
TO

R
®



D
YS

C
A

LC
U

LA
TO

R
®

Kia ora NZVETRF!

www.dyscalculia.co.nz

www.dyscalculia.co.nz

https://www.dyscalculator.app/webapp/
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“Not much in maths excites me anymore, 
but this is brilliant.”

Prof Steve Chinn, Dyscalculia Guru, UK

“This is not a calculator. It’s an everyday tool, 
and a life changer for dyscalculics.”

Cat Eadle, Co-Founder Dyscalculia Network, UK
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like – follow – share 

www.dyscalculator.app
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counting and
subitising

tasks

analogue  digital time tasks

calculation tasks

memory
tasks

place value
tasksmeasurement

tasks

1.23

difficulties
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confusion

recall of
number facts

constantly
re-learning

chronology
issues

place value
problems

low 
confidence

info transfer
2+3=5  3+2=5

little 
understanding 
of speed/time

money and
finance 

problems

problems on
number lines

counting in 
2s, 3s, etc.

problematic counting
spatial

memory

numbers

calculations
measures

SYMPTOMS PROBLEMSEEN AS
NUMBERS
EXPLORER

dyscalculia.co.nz
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Entry Point Vector SVG Icon - SVG Repo

www.numbers-explorer.com

https://explainit.co.nz/explorer/?q=anonymous
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non-threatening

for learners of all ages

gamified, 20 min

online, adaptive



Working Memory



Subitizing



Time
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What you can do TOMORROW:

Remove time restraints from math tests.

Delete the words                         from your maths vocabulary.easy

simple

basic

Have a number line in a prominent place in the classroom.

Allow finger counting.
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TE You don't need to be a dyscalculia 
expert to make a difference. 
Small changes in the way we teach can 
have a big impact on how learners 
experience mathematics.

The goal isn't to remove 
challenge - it's to remove 
unnecessary barriers so 
every learner has the 
opportunity to succeed.



Q
U

ES
TI

O
N

S

info@dyscalculia.co.nz
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